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April brought public holidays, 
prompting plans for family 
get-togethers and long 

weekends. Businesses began 
scheduling production around staff 
taking time off to enjoy the autumn 
weather. Activities and visits to the 
warm sandy beaches of KwaZulu-
Natal were anticipated. 

And then the rain came. It brought 
death, trauma, and billions of rands 
of damage to public and private 
infrastructure, manufactured 
products, raw materials and 
logistics chains. Although this 
magazine appears a couple of weeks 
afterwards, we include a five-page 
overview of the immediate impact 
of the floods and rivers of mud on 
NCT, Mondi, and Sappi operations             
and employees. 

While searching for news and 
images on the April floods in KZN, 
I was struck by the number of 
devastating floods and fires Southern 
Africa experienced over the past 
decades. Global experts attribute the 
frequency and increasing severity 
of natural disasters to climate 
change, greenhouse gases and                    
related phenomena. 

Certification bodies, businesses 
and industry and environmental 
bodies members are united in 
advocating the virtues of timber. 
Events like COP26 and the annual UN 
international days dedicated to the 
earth, forestry, wetlands, biodiversity 
and plant health are spotlighting 
the forestry sector as a panacea for 
climate change. 

For example, the paper industry’s 
Jane Molony argues that people 
vilify plantation forestry without 
making an effort to understand the 
science behind renewability and the 
circularity of ecosystems. She and, 
in a separate story, Sappi’s Duane 
Roothman, emphasise the seminal 
role of industrial forestry in building 
climate resilience and championing 
the sustainable development             
goals (SDGs). 

There are always individuals 
and associations, like the flat-
earthers, that don’t trust science. 
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EDITOR'S COMMENT

Joy Crane 
Editor - joy@woodbizafrica.co.za

However, thankfully there is a global 
acceptance that human survival 
depends on taking swift action to 
adapt and build resilience in coping 
with and countering climate change. 

While thinking about climate 
resilience, I received an email from 
the FSC about Earth Day that briefly 
mentioned Ecosystem Services 
Claims. Learn more about the service 
and how Avo Vision, the CMO Group 
and the FSC work with communities 
to eradicate alien vegetation and 
restore ecosystems and biodiversity. 

LOOKING AHEAD:
12 May: International day of             
plant health
16 May: Love a tree day 
20 May: World bee day
20 May: National endangered   
species day
22 May: International day for 
biological diversity
30 May: Water a flower day

05 June: World environment day
12 June: World day against              
child labour
16 June: South African youth day
17 June: World day to combat 
desertification and drought
18 June: International panic day
27 June: Micro, small and medium-
sized enterprises day

https://forestry.co.za/
mailto:joy@woodbizafrica.co.za
mailto:mickey@woodbizafrica.co.za
mailto:bronwyn%40fevertreemedia.co.za?subject=
mailto:craigpmd@gmail.com
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The perfect storm: A time to mourn 
and a time to rebuild 

APRIL FLOODS 

By Gaynor Lawson

Over 430 people died, and 
several are still missing. 

More than 17,450 
households and 122,000 people 
were affected by the floods in and 
around Durban. People living in 
informal settlements adjacent to 
flood plains and those in geologically 
unstable areas along the coastline 
were hit hard. Severe damage to 
over 1,200 road infrastructure sites 
hampered relief efforts.

The eThekwini Mayor Mxolisi 
Kaunda says an early estimate of 
the cost of the flooding to Durban's 
GDP is around R737-million. The 
impact on communities and costs of 
damage to infrastructure elsewhere 
in KZN and the Eastern Cape is not 
yet official. 

According to the KZN insurance 
industry, it is the country's most 
significant recent natural disaster, 
overshadowing the Knysna fires          
of 2017. 

Insurers were still licking their 
wounds after the July 2021 civil 
unrest, arson and looting in KZN and 
Gauteng that President Ramaphosa 
described as "an insurrection". 
The SA Special Risks Insurance 
Association (Sasria) paid R32-
billion in claims for the riots that 
caused R50-billion damage to the         
country's economy. 

On Monday, 11 April, after a weekend of steady rain, KwaZulu-Natal and the 
Eastern Cape were battered by over 300mm – in some areas nearly 400mm 
– of rain, equating to over 30% of South Africa's mean annual rainfall. The 
trauma and socio-economic losses caused by the resultant flooding and 
landslides are immeasurable. 

          joy@woodbizafrica.co.za

Do you have an interesting story to share?

CAUSES OF THE FLOODING
A "perfect storm" of events caused 
the recent catastrophe. It includes 
climate change, ageing, poorly 
maintained infrastructure unable 
to cope with a burgeoning urban 
population, sub-standard construction 
and irresponsible and illegal                   
building practices. 

Municipal maladministration and 
flimsy homes in informal settlements 
built on flood plains and steep hillsides 
compounded the disaster. 

LANDSLIDES INEVITABLE 
Charles MacRobert, a geotechnical 
engineer and senior lecturer at 
Stellenbosch University, agrees that 
climate change and maladministration 
contributed to the events. However, 
"the fact that landslides occurred 
comes as no surprise considering the 
area's geology." 

The Conversation published an 
article by MacRobert on21 April 2022 
entitled How geology put a South 
African city at risk of landslides. 
He says a review of landslides in 
the eThekwini region between 1971 
and 1991 shows that landslides are 
inevitable when short rainfall events 
exceed 20% of mean annual rainfall. 

"During the recent floods, over 
300mm fell over four days (9-11 

April 2022), equating to 30% of 
mean annual rainfall. This clearly 
exceeded the landslide threshold. 
The situation was made worse by 
the storms coming at the end of the 
rainy season when the ground was                   
already saturated."

COSTS KEEP RISING
South African Weather Service 
(SAWS) experts describe the amount 
of rain that fell as "of the order of 
values normally associated with 
tropical cyclones". The deluge would 
have resulted in flooding without 
contributing factors.

Instead of a bumper Easter weekend, 
hotel occupancies dropped to below 
50%. The costs keep rising with the 
estimated bill for repairs to the Durban 
port and provincial rail infrastructure 
exceeding R950-million. 

Humanitarian aid and mopping 
up operations are continuing, with 
businesses of all sizes, charity and 
faith-based organisations, volunteer 
groups and individuals assisting 
communities, local municipalities, and 
the provincial government. 

The president has declared 
the situation a national state of 
emergency to release additional 
resources to assist the recovery and              
rebuilding processes. 

mailto:joy%40woodbizafrica.co.za?subject=
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APRIL FLOODS APRIL FLOODS

Sappi takes stock and reopens mills 
after floods shut down all operations

Sappi was forced to close its 
Saiccor, Tugela and Stanger 
mills during the fateful days of 

torrential downpour in April. Most 
employees could not reach work 
as arterial and district roads were 
damaged, destroyed or submerged. 

Sappi export facilities at Durban 
were affected as the coastal areas of 
KZN took the worst of the punishment. 

In a statement issued on 22 April, 
Sappi reassured its stakeholders, 
"there is no material damage to any 
plants. The immediate focus is on 
reinstating logistical supply chains for 
raw materials and finished goods." 

EXPORTS IMPACTED
It announced that "Mill operations 
have resumed, with Tugela and 

Stanger Mills fully operational on 21 
April. Production at Saiccor Mill has 
started up in a phased manner, and 
output will take a few days to ramp-
up to full capacity. Although the 
Port of Durban resumed operations, 
export deliveries could be impacted 
negatively for a few weeks due to 
damage to access roads, congestion, 
and limited vessel space availability." 

Sappi's R431-million insurance claim is one of the thousands in the aftershock 
of the April 2022 floods in KwaZulu-Natal and the Eastern Cape. Businesses in 
the provinces are coming to terms with heartbreak and suffering, decimated 
municipal services and transport infrastructure, providing relief for thousands 
of homeless people and rekindling livelihoods. 

Catastrophic damage to provincial infrastructure is impacting businesses. Pic - KZN Provincial Government in Floodline.



APRIL FLOODS

Sappi said the estimated impact of the lost 
production at the three mills is approximately 
23,000 tonnes, mainly dissolving pulp. In addition, 
about 45,000 tonnes of inventory and 30,000 
tonnes of dissolving pulp were damaged in the 
warehouses. 

"Insurance is in place for business interruption and 
inventory damage subject to normal excesses, and 
Sappi's insurance captive first loss provisions. As a 
result, there will not be a material impact on EBITDA 
(earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation, and 
amortisation). However, the estimated net loss 
after external insurance proceeds of approximately 
$28-million will reflect as a special item expense."

EMERGENCY ACTION
A memo from Mark Barnardo, general manager of 
Sappi Forests, dated 26 April, explained that: 

"During the height of the flooding, all Sappi 
processing facilities in KZN - Saiccor, Stanger 
and Tugela mills - initiated varying degrees of 
emergency evacuation and shut down procedures 
to assure the safety of staff and protection of 
infrastructure. 

"The devastation unfortunately adversely 
impacted our plants with some damage to 
infrastructure and final product in storage facilities. 

"Along the KZN coast, most of the rail and road 
infrastructure is decimated, and it will take an 
extraordinary effort for government agencies to 
restore this. It is understood that rail infrastructure 
will take several months to be fully restored, 
negatively impacting supply chains. 

"Over the last week, all our processing facilities 
resumed operations gradually and safely, and 
essential resource value chains reestablished." 

RATABLE TIMBER SUPPLY PRIORITY
Barnardo said the impact of the disaster on timber 
supply was severe and "a cause for major concern". 
Sappi reduced the intake to Saiccor and Tugela mills 
for April 2022 because of the flood impacts, high 
mill timber stocks, and start-up plans. 

"The latest timber intake outlook for May 2022 
and June 2022 will be considerably lower but 
stable," Barnardo said. He said the flood impact 
coincides with the planned Saiccor digester 
shutdowns communicated to suppliers in March. 

"In everyone's interest, ratable timber supply at 
Saiccor and Tugela remains our highest priority. We 
assure you that we are doing all we can to stabilise 
the plants and avoid further manufacturing and 
timber deliveries disruptions."

The memo also advises that "Sappi Southern 
Africa has made a substantial contribution to 
The Gift of the Givers Association and other 
organisations providing relief to communities, 
not only when disaster strikes but on an                   
ongoing basis." 
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APRIL FLOODS 

Waterlogged and damaged roads curtail 
NCT's harvesting and transport operations

RISING WATER LEVELS AT    
THE PORT
DWC plant manager Lenny Naidoo 
shared some experiences at the port:

• "Maydon Wharf was underwater. 
• No electricity from around 01h00 

on 12 April 2022.
• At 07h00, DWC had approximately 

20cm high water around the 
plant. The exit weighbridge                       
was submerged. 

• At 07h30, the water was still rising. 
• Distressing reports were coming in 

about the deteriorating situation in 
the suburbs and on the roads.

• We closed the mill and sent          
staff home. 

• The water level rose to over 40cm. 
It surged into our offices and filing 
room. It entered the server room, 
but luckily there was no damage          
to equipment". 

Naidoo said the incoming weighbridge 
was raised and not affected by the 
deluge. When the water subsided 
and conditions were safe, the exit 
weighbridge was repaired the next 
day. The port was closed however 
it was possible to resume limited 
operations at the mill.

"Overall, DWC was lucky as the 
damage was minimal," commented 
Naidoo. "On the other hand, hundreds 
of people died, livelihoods were 
destroyed, and communities and 
businesses suffered great losses. 
To help provide relief to victims, 
NCT joined forces with the Durban 
Community Chest to supply food  
and blankets."

LIMITED ACCESS TO TIMBER
Speaking to WoodBiz Africa, Rob 
Thompson, NCT's acting general 
manager, said, "NCT got off lightly in 
direct flood damage to infrastructure". 

Thompson pointed out that it was 
"early days". Operational challenges 
include flooded depots and 
equipment and extensive damage 
to farm and forestry roads and the 
district roads network. 

"The main challenge we face is 
access to timber. Wet and hazardous 
conditions make it difficult to get in-
field, delaying harvesting, extraction, 
and short-haul operations. 

"Ironically, transporters are 
complaining more about the state of 
the district roads than the farm roads! 
The damage to Bayhead Road at the 
entrance to the port is disrupting 
truck access for all commodities, 
which adds a level of stress to    
timber deliveries.

"If road conditions do not improve 
and limited access to timber 

NCT's Richards Bay complex was unscathed by the devasting April downpour 
and floods in KwaZulu-Natal (KZN). However, the Durban Wood Chips (DWC) 
plant at Maydon Wharf in the Durban Port was not. 

NCT Durban wood chips log yard under water.

continues, we could experience 
a supply shortage to fill vessels. 
However, we have not noticed this 
yet and trust that normal supply 
dynamics will prevail." 

LOOKING AHEAD
Thompson says NCT plans to 
establish a limited volume trans-
shipping timber depot in the Cato 
Ridge area. It will feed timber 
to DWC and Sappi Saiccor on a 
ratable basis and should reduce 
truck congestion at the port       
and mills.

"On the positive side, the water 
table has risen to levels possibly 
last seen over a decade ago. The 
dams are overflowing, and we will 
enter the winter months with a 
fantastic water supply." 
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Mondi update 
on its Russian 
businesses

Mondi remains profoundly 
concerned about the war 
in Ukraine and is shocked 

by the humanitarian impact.
We express our deepest 

sympathy to all those affected by 
the ongoing hostilities, reiterating 
our call for an urgent cessation and 
a peaceful resolution.

Since the announcement on 
10 March, having assessed all 
options for the Group’s interests 
in Russia and recognising its 
corporate values and stakeholder 
responsibilities, the Board has 
decided to divest the Group’s 
Russian assets. 

The divestment process for these 
significant assets is operationally 
and structurally complex and is 
undertaken in an evolving political 
and regulatory environment. 
Accordingly, there can be no 
certainty about when a transaction 
will be completed or the structure 
of any possible transaction. 

As of 31 December 2021, the 
net asset value of the Russian 
operations was EUR687-million. 

The Russian businesses have, 
to date, managed supply chain 
constraints. However, the situation 
remains fluid, with interruptions 
to pulp and paper production 
possible. All significant capital 
expenditure projects in Russia      
are suspended. 

APRIL FLOODS 

On 27 April, Viv McMenamin, 
CEO of Mondi SA, released 
a statement saying: 'We 

are glad to confirm that all of 
Mondi's employees are safe. 
The Merebank mill was severely 
flooded with water and mud 
ingress. Weather conditions in the 
affected areas have improved, 
and clean-up operations are 
estimated to take a further          
two weeks".

When writing this story, the 
lack of municipal electricity 
and process water supply 
hampered start-up operations. 
"Mondi is systematically testing 
mill equipment for damage. 
Inventory is being assessed, and 
undamaged stock relocated to 

resume customer deliveries," said 
McMenamin. "In addition, a critical 
part of infrastructure requiring 
attention is the damaged Umlaas 
canal, which is strategically 
significant for stormwater control 
for the entire south industrial 
basin. Mondi will cooperate with 
relevant authorities and major 
corporates in the area around 
these infrastructure challenges.

"Mondi, and other large 
businesses in the basin, are 
partnering with the Gift of the 
Givers Foundation to provide 
immediate relief in the form of 
shelter, water, food, blankets, 
clothes and healthcare products 
to those most affected within          
the province." 

Early media reports indicated that personnel at the Mondi mill at Merebank 
south of Durban were evacuated when the property was flooded on 
Tuesday, 12 April. The Umlaas canal in the industrial basin burst its banks, 
aggravating the situation. 

Mondi’s Merebank employees safely 
evacuated, ops resume

Mondi CEO Viv McMenamin.
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AMONG THE ACHIEVERS WERE: 
Phozisa Dlokweni, from Ngceleni Village in the Eastern Cape. She graduated 
with an MSc Forestry (Cum Laude). She was supervised by Drs Muedanyi 
Ramantswana, Raffaele Spinelli and Andrew McEwan.

NEWS

Congratulations to NMU’s 
exceptional students 

Edith Leeuta is the new Fibre Circle CEO

Richard Muller on the  left and Dr Muedanyi Ramantswana on the right celebrating 
with their graduates.

Edith Leeuta the new 
Fibre Circle CEO.

The Faculty of Science at Nelson Mandela University (NMU) held its graduation 
ceremony recently and celebrated the achievements of its students. 

“The Fibre Circle board is delighted 
to welcome Edith to the team,” 
says Dinga Mncube, chairperson. 

“Her vision, drive, passion for the 
environment and experience are what 
Fibre Circle needs to ensure our children 
inherit a better environment.”

Fibre Circle is responsible for 
implementing the government’s extended 
producer responsibility (EPR) programmes. 
This includes collecting fees from 
manufacturers and importers of paper 
products and supporting the development 
of sustainable, end-of-life programmes with 

a strong emphasis on re-use and recycling.
It also supports the creation and 

development of SMEs, with waste 
beneficiation and job creation as major 
objectives, particularly in rural areas. 

With a strong background in human 
resources and communications, Leeuta 
has hands-on experience working in areas 
related to her new role. She will liaise with 
government and industry stakeholders, 
including municipalities, timber growers, 
paper and paper packaging producers, 
importers, processors, end-users, 
environmentalists, and recyclers. 

Fibre Circle, the producer responsibility organisation (PRO) for the South 
African paper and paper packaging sector, has appointed Edith Leeuta as 
chief executive officer effective 1 May 2022.

FORESTRY DIPLOMA TOP 
STUDENTS

• Sanele Xulu: forest engineering, 
silviculture, and human resources 
modules, 

• Buseka Bhebhi: forest management
• Lelonathemba Ndaleni: veld fire 

management. 

WOOD TECHNOLOGY 
DIPLOMA TOP STUDENTS 

• Zizipho Pikashe: timber seasoning
• Likho Ndevu: timber processing. 

HIGHER CERTIFICATE VELD 
FIRE MANAGEMENT

• Luphumlo Tomana  
(full-time programme)

• Renier Groenewald  
(part-time programme)  
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FORESTRY IS THE FUTURE

The case for plantations and forest 
products as a panacea for climate change

By Joy Crane

Molony, executive director of 
the Paper Manufacturers 
Association of South 

Africa (Pamsa), believes there is a 
"unique climate case" for wood from 
plantation forestry to be a panacea 
for climate change. 

"Timber is the only material 
that naturally and significantly 
decarbonises our planet. It drives 
down demand for illegally harvested 
wood while providing functional 
alternatives to non-renewable 
materials with significantly higher 
environmental footprints," she asserts. 

"Climate change is not caused 
by people in developing countries 
felling trees. It is caused by high- and 
middle-income countries burning 
fossil fuels. We need to focus on 
displacing these fossil emissions 
using wood's inherent power as the   
ultimate renewable.

"Many people vilify the forestry 
sector without understanding 
its renewability and circularity", 
comments Molony. "They fail to 
acknowledge that trees store 
carbon and help cut back on fossil                  
fuel emissions." 

VIABLE ALTERNATIVE
She says global organisations like the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations (FAO) recognise 
wood as a "viable substitute for 
carbon-intensive materials such as 
steel and concrete in construction 
and plastic and textiles in               
everyday applications". 

According to the FAO, the use of 
sustainable wood in construction is 
critical for achieving carbon-neutral 
economies and the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). Wood-

based construction provides 
affordable housing and opportunities 
for small and medium businesses in 
the supply chains. 

Molony reminds us that wood is 
used extensively in paper, tissue, 
packaging and cellulose products. 
“Ongoing research is tapping into the 
enormous potential for wood fibre 
and wood processing waste in new 
applications, such as using lignin 
in batteries and extracting sugars 
and hemicellulose for bio-based 
foodstuffs and chemicals”.

The scientific case for wood as one 
of the primary elements in mitigating 
climate change is irrefutable. Molony 
cautions that while "we need to 
ensure we have enough trees to 
sustain the increasing demand for 
wood-based products, the worldwide 
deforestation of indigenous and 
tropical forests and the illegal wood 
trade must stop.” 

SOUTH AFRICAN FORESTRY
The process of expanding the 
production and use of wood in a 
country must benefit ecosystem 
restoration and rural and               
urban livelihoods. 

South Africa's ecosystems are not 
tree-dominated. There are only half 
a million hectares of fragmented and 
protected indigenous forests. For 
over a century, the panacea for the 
country's wood fibre needs has been 
its industrial forestry sector. 

Molony says there are 1.2-million 
hectares of exotic industrial 
plantations in South Africa. Wetlands, 
grasslands, indigenous forests 
and areas of high biodiversity and 
conservation value make up 25% of 
the forestry-owned land. 

Tree-growing for pulp, paper, poles, 
industrial timber, structural timber 
and furniture manufacturing is a 
long term and costly business. No 
commercial forestry company can 
afford to clear-fell its plantations and 
let the land lie fallow for years.

"Tree breeding, sustainable 
intensification (planting more 
productive trees on less land) and 
environmental stewardship are 
actively practised in South Africa," 
Molony explains. 

"The breeding, selecting, and 
testing of new hybrid varieties aim 
to increase pulp yield per hectare 
across diverse climatic regions. Trees 
are also bred for superior wood 
properties and resistance to biotic 
and abiotic threats including frost, 
drought, pests and diseases."

CLIMATE RESILIENCE
South Africa's commercial plantations 
are managed scientifically, sustainably 
and responsibly, making the forestry 
sector's social, environmental and 
economic contributions to the 
country immeasurable. 

Molony says the climate change 
benefit is evident in stable and 
increasing carbon storage in 
the forests and forest products. 
Harvesting and processing sustainably 
grown and sourced wood makes 
the circular bio-economy possible 
and enhances South Africa’s climate 
resilience. 

This story is based on a Pamsa media 
release, "Earth Day 2022 - A climate 
case for wood, pulp and paper". 

"Debunking the notion that industrial forestry is a destructive force isn't easy, 
and the global forestry and forest products sector continues to tackle these 
misconceptions," says Jane Molony. "We stand firm that a holistic, sustainable, 
and circular forest bioeconomy is essential for fighting climate change."
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The STIHL MS 462 is the light 
heavyweight for large trees

The experts at STIHL have 
whittled down this model’s 
weight to an easy-handling 

7.4kg with a 20” guide-bar and chain. 
It has an impressive power to weight 
ratio of around 1.4kg/kW. The lighter 
weight is made possible by a new 
engine unit design with enhanced 
cylinder geometry. 

STIHL has focused on reducing the 
weight of the dry chain saw, including 
the cutting attachment. Redesigned 
cylinders, slimmer chain sprocket 
covers (which minimises clogging) 
and consistent material changes for 
other components in the engine units 
have led to a significant weight saving 
without compromising on ruggedness 
or service life.  

Similarly, the improved ergonomics, 
reduced vibrations, and gyroscopic 
force add to its operator appeal 
with no loss of delivery. The 
enhanced anti-vibration system 
lessens vibrations at the handle. It 
improves rigidity, reduces strain on 
the operator’s joints and muscles, 
limits fatigue, and ensures precise 
cut control, even when using longer     
guide bars. 

DESIGNED FOR HARVESTING 
LARGE TREES
The MS 462 has incredible 
acceleration and is well-equipped for 
extreme loads and harvesting large 
diameter trees. It has a significantly 
improved torque build-up because 
of its economic 2-MIX engine 
technology, ensuring fuel-efficient 
and cost-effective performance. 

Another new feature is the plunge 
bar, a helpful mark on the fan housing 
which facilitates directional control 
and machine control in plunge-
cutting. In addition, the tooth length of 
the spiked bumper is adapted to the 
radius of larger trees, so the saw bites 
deeper into the wood when cross-
cutting and control is undemanding 
and accurate, requiring less effort 
from the operator.

The MS 462 has been designed 
by those who understand the 
forestry industry and its demanding 
environment. It is a hard-working and 
economical machine requiring little 
downtime for servicing. 

The HD2 air filter with a radial seal 
has a longer life and improved fine-
dust filtering efficiency. It is easy 

to clean and has an oil-and water-
repellent surface. Proven features 
have been carried over, including the 
side chain tensioner, captive nuts 
and a one-part shroud with quarter-
turn locks for easy access to all 
maintenance components, such as 
the filter and spark plug. 

The MS 462 is an outstanding 
chainsaw specially designed for 
professional forestry operations 
by STIHL - the global expert in 
power tools and the trusted maker 
of the world’s largest-selling                     
chainsaw brand. 

The STIHL MS 462 is designed for demanding large timber applications. The 
powerful performer is the lightest professional machine in the 70cm³ 
displacement class, making it ideal for forest harvesting. 

The STIHL MS professional chainsaw.

The MS 462 the heavy duty 
lightweight chainsaw.



12 APRIL 2022

NEWS

In 2021 Volvo Trucks took orders, 
including letters of intent to buy, 
for more than 1,100 electric trucks 

in over 20 countries.
“This is a milestone for Volvo 

Trucks. There is a lot of interest from 
customers to place orders for these 
fantastic trucks. Initially, we asked 
customers and partners to sign 
letters of intent to buy. Now we are 
signing firm orders, which is a major 
step forward for electrification,” says 

Volvo Trucks has officially opened its order book for its heavy-duty electric 
truck range, the Volvo FH, Volvo FM and Volvo FMX. Mass production of the 
tractor models has started, with the rigid models hitting the road in the 
fourth quarter. 

Volvo’s electric trucks are in production

Mondi CEO Viv McMenamin.

Roger Alm, president of Volvo Trucks.
Mass production has started for the 
electric versions of Volvo’s medium-duty 
trucks, Volvo FE, Volvo FL and Volvo VNR. 
Currently, the largest markets for Volvo’s 
electric trucks are Norway, Sweden,     
and Germany. 

Volvo Trucks is the market leader in 
Europe for heavy electric trucks with a 
market share of 42% in 2021 and also 
has a leading position in North America. 
The company’s target is that half of its 

total truck sales will be electric by 
2030. “It´s becoming a competitive 
advantage to offer silent, zero 
exhaust emission transport 
solutions,” comments Alm.

Volvo Trucks leads the global 
truck industry with its six electric 
truck models in production. The 
models cover everything from city 
distribution and refuse-handling to 
urban construction transport and 
regional haulage. 
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“I discovered the responsibility 
and value of money when I 
dropped out of high school to 

earn money to help my mother care 
for my five siblings," he says. 

OPPORTUNITIES
"I also realised that the way forward 
was to work hard, listen to advice, 
learn from others and always do my 
best. We must respect each other and 
live in the spirit of ubuntu. I always 
believed opportunities would come, 
and I must be ready."

The opportunity arose in 1990 when 
Shabangu accepted the daunting 
opportunity to oversee a planting 
team on a Sappi plantation. "And that 
is how I got into forestry 32 years ago," 
he exclaims.

Over the next decade, Shabangu's 
interest in forestry blossomed 

Elvis December Shabangu is a humble man and a determined and astute 
serial entrepreneur who always plans for the future. It has taken 32 years of 
determination, business partnerships, good management and interpersonal 
skills and mistakes and lessons learned to build his business.

Elvis Shabangu celebrates 
over 32 years in forestry 

into a passion. He gained valuable 
practical experience in all operations, 
from silviculture to log hauling                    
and firefighting. 

CONTRACTING 
In the late 1990s, South Africa's forest 
owners began outsourcing operations 
to contractors like other sectors in 
South Africa. Forest owners reduced 
their fixed costs and exposure to 
trade unions and labour problems. 
They passed the cost of capital 
equipment, salaries, wages, and 
training onto emerging and medium-
sized contractors. 

In 2004 Shabangu established 
a contracting business, and Sappi 
gave him his first three-year manual 
harvesting contract.

"It is tough to change your mindset 
from being a team member to being 

the boss of your own company. But 
I am very good at mental arithmetic 
and know my costs and cash flow. 
I made sure my business dealings 
are always open and honest,"                    
he comments.

KANYI ILANGA
In 2007 he and his wife, Sibongile, 
established KIT and Shabangu 
focused on unleashing his passion for 
the forestry industry. The company 
grew, and in 2011 Sibongile resigned 
from her work at the Highlands 
Municipality to join KIT full time. 

"When Sibongile's mother heard I 
had asked her to resign and join the 
business, I thought she would kill me,' 
Shabangu says with a chuckle. 

Sibongile is managing the finances 
and administration of the company. 
At the same time, he oversees and 

Mascor's John Deere specialists handing over the new 1910E forwarder to Elvis Shabangu and members of his harvesting team.

By Joy Crane
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manages the in-field operations with 
a trusted team of managers that have 
been by their side for many years.

MENTORING
A turning point for the company came 
in 2012 when Steven Muller joined 
KIT. "The first time I saw Steve was on 
a fire line. He was so energetic, and 
everyone was listening to him that I 
immediately introduced myself and 
asked him to come and work for me. 
He turned me down," Shabangu says.

"A few weeks later, while fighting a 
wildfire in the mountains, I saw Steve 
running up and down the mountain. 
I approached him again, and he said 
he would let me know. The following 
Monday, he arrived at my office and 
agreed to join KIT," explains Shabangu.

Muller is a seasoned forester and 
was appointed general manager. 
Shabangu says Muller is a "good 
person who never hesitates to teach 
and give advice. He is my mentor".

SAPPI LONG-TERM 
CONTRACTS
Forestry contractors need high levels 
of capital investment, which is not 
easy to access. Until about 2005, 
most commercial banks stopped 
providing loan finance to forestry 
contractors as they considered the 
industry too risky. Low-profit margins 
and high business failure rates 
dominated the scene at that time. 

Shabangu says Sappi's trust in his 
management and business abilities 
has played an enormous part in 
the success of KIT and its growth." 
I completed several three-year 
contracts over the years. Last year 
I heard unbelievable news. Sappi 
awarded me a six-year long-term 
contract to extract and haul pulp 
logs to the Sappi Ngodwana mill near 
Emgwenya (Watervalboven).

WORKING CAPITAL
He mentions the other vital partners 
are his employees, the South African 
Forestry Contractors Association 
(SAFCA), Bell over the years, Mascor 
and Standard Bank. 

"Standard Bank made me," he 
asserts. "I tried all over to get finance. 
I went to the provincial government 
offices a couple of times, and they 
did not help me despite me being 

Elvis Shabangu.

in a position to create hundreds 
of jobs. "When I started up, I had a 
bank account and approached the 
bank for a loan when I got my first 
contract. They said they couldn't help 
me. When I pointed out how long I 
had been a client and my good track 
record, they said I would still have to 
wait six months for approval.

"One day, I was in town and took a 
chance and went into Standard Bank. 
They listened to me and looked at 
my banking history. They suggested 
I open an account, and they would 
monitor it and let me know their 
decision," Says Shabangu.

"A few months later, out of the blue, I 
received a call from the bank manager 
asking if he could meet me. It was 
the first time that a bank manager 
had taken so much interest in me. He 
insisted on visiting my office, forestry 
operations and depots. 

"He turned to me and said, 'I can 
see you are a disciplined man running 
a well-managed business. Elvis let 
us run together,' and Kanyi Ilanga has 
had the support of Standard Bank                
ever since." 

PLANNING AHEAD
Shabangu recently bought a farm with 
hundreds of hectares of eucalyptus 
and a treatment plant producing 
CCA and creosote poles. He says it 

is part of his retirement investment, 
as is the assistance he gives to his 
son and Muller to establish their own 
contracting companies. 

Asked what advice he would give 
to young people entering the forestry 
industry, Shabangu says: 

• Be passionate about what you do.
• Be honest and open in everything 

you do.
• In the spirit of ubuntu, respect and 

think about others. 
• You must always plan for the future. 

Plan for retirement when you start 
your business.

• Never forget an employee is an 
investment. A business owner has 
a responsibility to treat employees 
well and with respect. Your 
employees make you what you are.

• Please don't spend your money the 
moment you get it. You don't need 
five cars and holidays overseas. 
I drive a double cab that serves 
as my transport and office. My 
only 'overseas trips' have been to 
Namibia, Mozambique and Eswatini. 
A forestry contractor can't afford to 
be away from the business for long.

• Work hard, and learn as much as 
you can. 

• When it is your turn, be a                
good mentor.

• Create opportunities for people.
• Always say thank you.



http://mascor.co.za/


18 APRIL 2022

FORWARDERS

Kanyi Ilanga ups productivity with 
its new John Deere 1910E forwarder 

The 1910E series is the marque’s 
biggest forwarder. Brendan 
Moore, Mascor’s John Deere 

Forestry specialist, says it is “a 
nimble and exceptionally robust 
purpose-built partner for clearfell 
harvesting operations”. The standard 
model includes IBC, rotating and 
self-levelling cab and JD Link 
management software. 

Elvis December Shabangu, a 
respected Mpumalanga forestry 
entrepreneur, is the managing director 
of Kanyi llanga Trading (KIT) and the 
wholesale supply company, Hlatini 
Forest & Garden in Sabie. KIT offers 
silviculture, firefighting, harvesting, 
extraction, and short- and long-
haul services and employs nearly             
1600 people. 

Earlier this month, Moore announced 
the addition of the 1910E workhorse 
to Shabangu’s substantial stable of 
forestry machines. The company’s 
mechanised fleet includes a John 
Deere 640L cable skidder and 
648L grapple skidder, Bell loggers 
and forwarders, excavator-based 
harvesters, automatic Impat planters 
and a Hintech excavator-yarder. 

The self-levelling rotating cab, intelligent boom control (IBC), and load 
capacity of 21 tonnes contribute to the efficient performance of the John 
Deere 1910E forwarder Mascor recently handed over to Kanyi Ilanga 
Trading’s fully-mechanised harvesting division. 

The JD 1910E forwarder features a rotating self-levelling cab and intelligent boom control making it perfect for clear felling.
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Mascor is an official distributor of 
John Deere Forest and Waratah 
forestry equipment. This year, the 
company appointed Moore as its 
construction industry sales manager 
and John Deere Forestry specialist. 
Mascor has 13 branches in KwaZulu-
Natal and the Mpumalanga Lowveld 
and offices in Kenya and Uganda. 

“There is keen interest in the 1910E 
series forwarder, with another unit 
arriving and more orders expected. 
John Deere’s machines are 
competitively priced and designed 
to work in the widest possible 
environment and terrain conditions,” 
Moore comments.

“John Deere works closely with its 
customers to identify the slightest 
issues that impede operator safety, 
comfort and efficiency. For example, 
the rotating and self-levelling cab 
provides a 360-degree view of the 
surroundings. The IBC enhances 
the accuracy and efficiency of 

log loading and manoeuvring”.  
Shabangu agrees with Moore, 
remarking that his operator was 
surprised at the difference the 
automatic levelling makes. “He 
sits upright when travelling over 
uneven ground and can also drive 
the machine with the cab and 
boom rotated sideways towards the 
working area,” Shabangu reports.  

“The excellent visibility from the 
rotating cab helps him see the front 
corners while positioning the rear 
wheels and bunk, making it easier to 
get through narrow spaces.” 

Moore says the JD-Link remote 
monitoring system is perfect for 
contractors working multiple 
sites. It provides the location of 
every machine and its production    
volumes and efficiencies. 
Importantly it also provides a 
“health status” that assists with 
maintenance planning, repairs      
and services. 

The John Deere intelligent boom control features are highlighted in this graphic.

The self-levelling cabin of the 1910E forwarder is welcomed by operators.

Brendan Moore.
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Deere's herd at the forefront of 
Swedish forwarder market in 2021

Leading the herd is the John Deere 1510G, with the 
1910G in second place, followed by the 1010G. The 
1210G was the seventh most registered forwarder, 

with the 1110G featuring at number eight.
A forwarder usually works infield with a harvester in a 

cut-to-length (CTL) harvesting and extraction system. The 
harvester fells and cuts the stems into specified lengths at 
the stump, and a forwarder brings the logs to the roadside. 
The system is rapidly gaining market share globally. 

Most manufacturers of CTL machines are in Sweden 
and Finland. In Sweden, forwarders must be registered on 
delivery with the Swedish Transport Agency. Reporting 
for Skogsforum.se, forest machinery specialist Torbjörn 
Johnsen said in 2020, the agency noted record forwarder 
sales of 451. However, in 2021 only 332 were registered, a 
decline of 26%.  

Johnsen interviewed forwarder manufacturers to 
identify possible reasons for the drop in forwarder sales 
in Sweden. They pointed out that although Sweden is the 
largest market for CLT machines, it does not reflect sales in           
other markets. 

MANUFACTURERS
The following comments quote or summarise Johnsen's 
conversations with the manufacturers:

Henrik Johansson, CEO at John Deere Forestry Sweden: 
"there has been a boom in all CTL markets in 2021. Several 
of those markets were much calmer in 2020, making it 
possible for John Deere and other manufacturers to deliver 
more machines to Sweden". 

Peter Hasselryd, Marketing Manager at Komatsu Forest: 
"machines are selling in new markets in South America 
and Asia where no Nordic manufacturers have been             
active before".

Carl-Henrik Hammar, CEO of Ponsse Sweden:" The 
Ponsse factory in Finland is running at full speed, and 
Sweden's share of Ponsse forwarders for 2022 is reached. 
The sales orders received today in Sweden are for delivery 
in 2023". 

SHORTAGE OF COMPONENTS
Johnsen says the international shortage of components for 
vehicles and machines impacts forestry machinery. "The 
manufacturers have been able to keep the show going, but 
some machines have had to be stored in the yard, waiting 

John Deere Forestry is at the top of the log of forwarders registered with 
the Swedish Transport Agency in 2021, bagging 50% of the top ten spots 
despite all brands except one showing a marked drop in registrations 
compared with 2020. 

Registered forwarders per model in 2021 compared to 2020.
Source: Swedish Transport Agency and Skogsforum.se.
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for missing parts before they could be 
delivered.

"As for Komatsu Forest, the move 
to the new factory has affected 
the production. During the move 
itself in August, production stopped 
completely. Also, there have been 
limitations during the start-up of 
the new factory, according to Peter 
Hasselryd."

SMALL CHANGES IN  
MARKET SHARES
The changes in market share were 
small. Johnsen says John Deere 
increased slightly while Komatsu and 
Ponsse decreased with about the 
same number of registered forwarders 
in Sweden. Smaller manufacturers, like 
Eco Log and Rottne, increased their 
market share because less demand 
meant their delivery capacity kept 
pace with the large manufacturers.

Registered forwarders per model in 
2021 compared to 2020.

SMALLER MACHINES
The average payload for registered 
forwarders decreased in 2021. 
Johnsen says the drop in payload 
is a developing trend. "It is unclear 
whether this is due to market demand 
for smaller machines or if it is the 
type of machines the manufacturers 
have been able to deliver. 

Registered forwarders per model in 2021 compared to 2020.
Source: Swedish Transport Agency and Skogsforum.se.

Eco Log's 10-ton forwarder 1050F was 
the most popular Eco Log machine on 
the Swedish market in 2021.

LATER TRADE-INS 
"The trend has been earlier trade-ins 
of used forest machines during the 
last few years. A strong international 
market for good used machines has 
made it attractive for contractors 
to trade-in machines with some life 

span left," writes Johnsen. However, 
things could change this year. Long 
delivery times for new forwarders 
will increase the running hours on                
secondhand machines. 

Source: https://www.forestry.com/
editorial/the-swedish-forwarder-
market-2021-slowed-down-by-the-
global-boom/

It offers a superior comfort level and 
is economical and efficient when 
transporting large trees or loads over 

long distances. 
“Elephant King’s technology, tested in 

extreme conditions in Finland’s cold and 
the Brazilian heat, improves productivity 
and helps the operator keep going,” says 
Juha Haverinen, Ponsse’s forwarders 
product manager. 

“The cabin offers an enjoyable 
work environment for professionals 
who appreciate comfort, safety and 

ergonomics. The powerful engine and 
20-tonnes load-carrying capacity make 
the forwarder very efficient.”

When Ponsse’s Active Crane loader 
control system is fitted, the Elephant 
King’s productivity in demanding 
conditions improves even further. The 
operator controls grapple movements 
instead of individual functions, lightening 
the operator’s workload. Two levers 
control the active crane; one controls 
the grapple height, and the other 
controls the direction of movement. 

Ponsse’s Elephant King is popular in Sweden
Ponsse’s Elephant King forwarder is the most powerful machine in the company’s 
forwarder range and was the fourth most popular forwarder in Sweden in 2021.

Ponsse Elephant King.
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Optimising cross-cut saws increase 
volume and value recovery

Murray says sawmill owners 
are under enormous 
pressure to improve volume 

recovery from their logs. He believes 
sawmills need “flexible and modern 
systems to increase efficiencies at 
every point of production.” 

Schalk Grobbelaar at the University 
of Pretoria and JK Visser published an 
analysis of South African sawmilling 

competitiveness last year. They 
found that “the competitiveness of 
sawmills is influenced by various 
aspects including raw material costs, 
available technologies, target markets, 
operational costs, the marketability 
of by-products and conversion 
effectiveness.” 

Pinnacle-SA is South Africa’s 
foremost local manufacturer 

of logyard, wetmill, automated 
materials handling and value-adding 
technologies and systems. Last 
month, WoodBiz Africa described 
how Pinnacle’s integrated semi- and 
fully-automated materials handling 
systems enhance workflow for          
five customers.  

In this issue, Murray explains how 
adding an optimising cross-cut saw 

The technical team at Pinnacle-SA, led by managing director Neil Murray, is 
known for its log and wood processing insight. Their practical approach to 
research, innovation and development assists the industry in streamlining 
production systems, thereby improving efficiency and productivity.

By Joy Crane

The self-levelling cabin of the 1910E forwarder is welcomed by operators.
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with infeed and outfeed 
tables can increase volume 
and quality recovery. 

An optimising cross-cut 
saw is an essential part of 
the timber value-adding 
process. The Pinnacle X-Cut 
provides options to:

• Cut boards to specified 
fixed lengths

• Cut standard or random 
lengths between defects

• Cut fixed lengths   
between defects

The operator or graders 
use luminescent chalk to 
mark defects on the timber 
pieces. The infeed sensors 
detect the board edges and 
chalk mark luminescence, 
and the saw accurately 
cuts on the marked lines to 
eliminate the defects. The 
operator can also enable 
front or rear trim.

“We have upgraded our 
popular Pinnacle X-Cut 
machine by picking its 
brains to increase the 
feed-speed dramatically. 
Additional hold-downs keep 
the timber firmly in place 
during feeding and cutting 
and ensure an accurate cut,” 
Murray explains. 

Another new feature is the 
ability to cut fixed lengths 
between defects. The 
feature is toggled on or off to 
recover high-value, defect-
free boards for customers. 
Alternatively, the machine 
cuts random lengths for 
downstream processing 
by a Pinnacle horizontal                       
finger-jointing line. 

Murray concludes, “an 
optimising cross-cut saw 
extracts the most value 
from every piece of timber, 
which opens new market 
possibilities for the sawmill.” 

Reference: S Grobbelaar, 
JK Visser: An analysis of 
South African sawmilling 
competitiveness. Southern 
Forests Vol 83, Issue 1, 2021. 

The sensors detect the luminescent chalk marks.

The upgraded high feed-speed Pinnacle X-Cut has additional hold-downs to keep material 
in place.

Sawmills that optimise their raw materials are more competitive.
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FORESTRY IS THE FUTURE

Roothman represented South 
Africa’s commercial forestry 
sector at the 15th World 

Forestry Congress (WFC) in Seoul, 
Korea, from 2 to 6 May 2022. The 
WFC takes place every six years, 
and the last congress was in Durban 
in 2015. This year’s theme was 
Building a green, healthy and resilient 
future with forests to highlight the 
essential role of forests in the global 
sustainable development agenda.

FEW NATURAL FORESTS
In his presentation, Roothman 
addressed the sub-theme Managing 
forests for the SDGs: Creating value, 
equality and resilience from forest 
products and ecosystem services. 
He set the scene by explaining that 
trees do not dominate the South               
African landscape. 

Indigenous forests are highly 
fragmented, with many trees under 
threat in certain areas because of 
logging for building material and 
fuelwood or bark stripping for use in 
traditional medicines. These forested 
areas cover about 0.530-million 
hectares or only 0.5% of South 
Africa’s total land area. 

PLANTATION FORESTRY
From 1900, Pinus, Acacia and 
Eucalyptus plantations were 
established on grasslands not suitable 
for agriculture to bolster the country’s 
increasing wood fibre needs. 

Roothman explained that today 
industrial forests cover 1.3-million 
hectares or about 1% of South Africa’s 
landmass. The plantations directly 
employ 170,000 people and support 
a further 700,000 South Africans. 
They also sequester an estimated 
203-million tonnes of CO2e annually. 

WFC hears how industrial forestry 
champions the SDGs

Duane Roothman, Sappi Forests vice president, recently shone the light on 
South African commercial forestry plantations and their invaluable role in 
advancing the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

“It is evident that commercial 
plantation forestry makes a 
quantifiable positive difference in an 
environment where natural forestry is 
constrained, Roothman said. 

“Plantations in South Africa improve 
degraded land, sequester carbon, 
and advance SDG13: Climate Action 
and SDG15: Life on Land. We are key 
anchor tenants in the rural space, 
driving the circular economy.”

SAPPI KHULISA
Roothman introduced Sappi’s Khulisa 
enterprise development scheme 
for emerging timber farmers as an 
excellent example of prioritising the 
SDGs. Khulisa addresses SDG1: No 

Poverty and SDG8: Decent Work and 
Economic Growth by empowering 
people in the forestry value chain. 

In 2021, Sappi Khulisa created 
opportunities for over 3,644 tree 
growers and successfully integrated 
145 small and medium businesses 
into Sappi’s silviculture, harvesting, 
loading, and short- and long-haul 
value chain. 

“By collaborating with commercial 
entities like Sappi, these forestry 
value chain participants are at the 
heart of our purpose of creating a 
thriving world. The targeted SDGs that 
Sappi prioritises are supported and 
realised in a practical, tangible way,”       
Roothman concluded. 

Duane Roothman. Pic supplied.



https://www.sappi.com/
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ECOSYSTEM SERVICES

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certificate holders can attract investment 
partners by communicating the positive impact of responsible forest 
management practices on their ecosystem services (ES). FSC ES Claims add 
business value by promoting and rewarding the protection of ecosystems.

An ecosystem is built on 
the dynamic interactions 
between organisms that 

depend on each other and non-
living things for energy, survival 
and other life processes. A healthy 
ecosystem maintains its equilibrium. 
The benefits we as humans get 
from the ecosystem are known as     
ecosystem services. 
Mounting climate change concerns, 
country commitments to limit global 
warming by capping greenhouse 
gas emissions and environmental 
activism are refining the focus on       
ecosystem services. 

Ecosystem services boost business 
value for FSC certificate holders 

Forests are vital land-based 
ecosystems the planet uses to 
regulate the ecological balance. They 
purify and regulate air quality, prevent 
soil erosion, and control greenhouse 
gases by removing carbon dioxide 
(CO2) from the atmosphere. 

FSC certification holders monitor and 
report on managing the measurable 
impacts of their environmental, 
biodiversity, social and economic 
responsibilities to their stakeholders 
and local communities. FSC 
certification reassures consumers 

Business models for FSC ecosystem services tools.

FSC Ecosystem Services.

By Joy Crane
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ECOSYSTEM SERVICES

FOR SALE: Ecosystem Services 
in Namibia and RSA

Suppose your company uses 
or consumes high amounts 
of water during production 

processes. Why not consider 
investing in a Forest Stewardship 
Council (FSC) Ecosystem Services 
(ES) Claim? 

“It is a win-win arrangement,” 
comments Manushka Moodley, 
FSC’s Southern African Coordinator. 
Commercial organisations can 
meet their sustainability reporting 
targets by purchasing ecosystem 
services offsets from the FSC. 

The proceeds go to the FSC 
certified landowner to ensure 
continued responsible forest 
and ecosystem management in 
strategic water source areas.

FIRST ES CLAIM IN AFRICA
The first FSC ES Claim in Africa 
was awarded to CMO Namibia 
(FSC-C140298) in November 2020 
for Biodiversity Conservation. 

The claim verifies the positive 
management impacts of restoring 
natural forest (savannah woodland) 
by 250 farmers within the CMO 

Group Scheme in Namibia. The 
group members remove invasive 
tree species and thin encroacher 
tree species to create more 
biodiverse natural forest conditions.

FIRST ES CLAIM IN           
SOUTH AFRICA
The first FSC ES Claim in South 
Africa was awarded to CMO South 
Africa (FSC-C150700) in October 
2021 for watershed enhancement 
services in the Matatiele region 
of the Eastern Cape and the 
lower Breede River area in the       
Western Cape. 

The removal of alien invasive 
tree species across 66ha in 2020 
and 2021 is restoring the Matatiele 
grasslands area to a more natural 
state, releasing 5,225m3/ha/year 
of water into the catchment. In the 
lower Breede River area, the focus 
is on rehabilitating the riparian zone 
after Working for Water removed 
the invasive Eucalyptus trees. 

More info: Manushka Moodley,  
m.moodley@fsc.org

Michal Brink of CMO and one of the 
many large Eucalyptus trees in the 
Breede River riparian zone.

Eucalyptus trees inhibiting water 
flow in the Breede River. Pic by 
Michal Brink.

that the products are from 
sustainably managed forests. It 
also incentivises growers and 
processors with financial gains. 

Over the past decade, 
increasing concern about 
the quality of life, carbon 
sequestration and life cycle 
analysis of construction and 
building materials has moved the 
forestry sector centre-stage. The 
FSC realised that the forestry 
sector’s ecosystem services 
have largely gone unnoticed and 
uncompensated.

Market research by the FSC 
established that many forestry 
companies want to communicate 
how their site-level activities 
add value to their raw materials, 
products and energy outputs. 
Significantly, the study confirmed 
that market actors are willing to 
pay for verified ES impacts. 

ES claims measure, calculate 
and recognise the full impact of 
sustainable forestry on: 

• Biodiversity conservation
• Carbon sequestration and 

storage
• Watershed services
• Soil conservation
• Recreational services.

Since implementing the ES 
verification system, the claims   
are used for: 

• Enabling partnerships 
to promote and reward 
the protection of critical 
ecosystems

• Demonstrating the impact 
made by investments in 
preserving ecosystem services 
and contributions towards 
the United Nations (UN’s) 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). 

• Providing evidence of 
contributions towards meeting 
carbon capture and storage 
commitments under Article 5 
of the Paris Agreement under 
the UN Framework Convention 
on Climate. 

More info: Manushka Moodley, 
FSC Southern Africa Coordinator 
m.moodley@fsc.org 
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WOOD PRESERVATION

Bosjes is a working farm 
producing olives, wine grapes, 
peaches and proteas. It 

also has a chapel, hiking trails, 
accommodation, restaurant, shop, 
gardens and spa.

The unique, eye-catching chapel 
balances the submerged shop and 
restaurant. Landscaped gardens 
spread across three sloping 
terraces with a curving pathway 
connecting the terraces and the 
woodland landscape, forested 
play areas, spacious lawns, and              
conservation gardens. 

It is a creative collaboration 
between architect Coetzee Steyn, 
of Steyn Studio and Square One 
Landscape Architects. Meyer & 
Associates Architects was appointed 
to assist Steyn and Square One as the 
project architects and principal agent. 

Bosjes Farm features Tanalith E 
treated timber

Tanalith E treated timber is used in the playground.

Meeting the project’s environmental 
credentials for a green eco-sensitive 
design was top of mind for Square 
One Landscape Architects. 

“Our work focuses on designing 
nature-based solutions that extend 
their natural service life. The choice 
of wood preservative treatment 
was an important consideration. We 
needed a product that maintained 
the beauty and functionality of 
the wood without compromising 
the ethics of green garden design,” 
explains Hugo van Niekerk, the senior                   
landscape architect. 

Tanalith E wood preservative ticked 
all the boxes. It provides the peace of 
mind of a globally recognised brand 
with a proven successful history 
when applied to good quality wood 
following the standards. “We design 
industry-leading technologies that 

extend the life of wood,” asserts JJ 
du Plessis, the senior regional sales 
manager at Arxada (Arch Wood 
Protection South Africa). 

“Wood preservation treatments 
prolong the life of wood, making it a 
sustainable construction material. 
Arxada is a long-standing, respected 
supplier of wood protection products. 
Our brands instil confidence, make 
the wood resistant to wood decay 
and insect attack, and enhance its 
natural beauty,” says Du Plessis.

TREATED WOOD
The Poleyard supplied the 50x152mm 
S5 structural timber for the landscape 
edging between the raised planted 
beds and walkways. The timber was 
pressure-treated with Tanalith E 
wood preservative to the H5 hazard 
classification for in-ground contact 

The natural beauty and timeless appeal of wood are the architectural highlights 
of the innovative design of the Winkel & Spens (shop & pantry) at Bosjes Farm in 
the Western Cape Winelands. Tanalith E treated timber met the Bosjes farm 
project brief for green eco-sensitive design.
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with fresh water. Riversdale Sawmill 
supplied the custom-designed 
playground equipment. “We used 
plantation pine timber treated with 
Tanalith E. It is ideal for exterior 
wood where frequent direct human 
contact is expected, such as the 
play equipment in this project,” 
explains Leeroy Deane, co-owner of                   
the sawmill.  

ECOSPECIFIER VERIFIED
“Tanalith E is a product of 
Arxada’s broad global regulatory 
expertise and toxicology and 
analytical chemistry skills,” says 
Du Plessis. “After undergoing 
rigorous assessments, Tanalith E 
preservative was independently 
verified by Ecospecifier Global 
as likely to contribute to the 
achievement of Green Building 
rating credits.”

The first Tanalith E formulation 
was sold in Scandinavia in 1992 as 
an alternative to wood preservative 
formulations containing arsenic 
and chrome. It is a water-based, 
copper azole, high-pressure wood 
preservative. The primary active 
ingredient is copper, formulated 
with organic co-biocides.

Bosjes Farm blends into the landscape.

The Garden Cafe at Bosjes. Designed by Steyn Studio, SquareOne, Meyers 
and Laim Mooney.

HAZARD CLASSES
Tanalised E preservative protects 
the wood against the effects of the 
weather, wood decay and insect 
attack in hazard classes:

• H2 (interior)
• H3 (exterior)
• H4 (in ground contact)
• H5 (in ground contact with 

freshwater but not for marine 
applications). 

The preservative is applied to sawn 
timber and wooden poles under 

pressure in a wood treatment vessel 
in a controlled environment. Du 
Plessis cautions that timber or poles 
that have been cut or notched should 
be resealed with Enseal green. 

OTHER NOTABLE PROJECTS
Tanalith E treated timber was used to 
restore Chapman’s Peak boardwalk in 
the Western Cape, for the enclosures 
and walkways at the Johannesburg 
Zoo and in the construction of the 
Vodafone Site Solution Innovation 
Centre in Gauteng. 

WOOD PRESERVATION



Visit www.tanalised.co.za
E: wood.sa@arxada.com
T: +27 (0)39 682 6019

Use wood preservatives safely. Always read the label and the product information before use.

FIND OUT MORE

• For over 80 years we have led the market in the delivery of  
tried, tested and trusted wood preservatives.

• Our global brands instil confidence of long-term protection.
• Our support services, covering technical, plant management  

and training, provide peace of mind.

Leaders in 
Wood Protection

https://www.tanalised.co.za/
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ICFPA NEWS

The declaration was made on 5 
May at the 15th World Forest 
Conference in Seoul, South 

Korea. It provides a framework for the 
two organisations to work together 
to discuss and implement forest-
related policies and agreements that 
are good for people and the planet.

The UN’s Barbara Tavora-Jainchill 
welcomed ICFPA’s support of 
the UNFF. “The private sector is 
fundamental in promoting and 
implementing sustainable forest 
management. Working with our partners 
in the forest industry will be critical to 
our ultimate success” she said.

Derek Nighbor, ICFPA president, 
said, “there is no path to a lower 
carbon economy without sustainable 
forest management and sustainably 
sourced forest products. 

“This new collaboration between 
ICFPA and UNFF will allow us to 
advance policy insights and learnings 
across international borders to build 
a resilient global economy. It will 
create greater economic and social 
opportunities for the nearly 2-billion 
people who live in or near forested 
communities around the globe.”

The UNFF was established in 2000 
to promote “ the management, 

conservation and sustainable 
development of all types of forests 
and strengthen long-term political 
commitment to this end”. The Forum 
has universal membership and 
comprises all UN member states and 
specialised agencies.

The ICFPA is a forum for global 
dialogue, coordination, and 
cooperation across the global 
forest sector. It represents 18 pulp, 
paper, wood, and wood fibre-
based associations encompassing 
28 countries, including many of 
the world’s top pulp, paper, and             
wood producers. 

The Blue Sky Young Researchers 
Innovation Awards is a global 
competition for students 

and young researchers passionate 
about forest-based science and 
materials, process improvements, 
climate-positive forestry and forest 
products, clean manufacturing, the 
forest bioeconomy or other product 
innovations throughout the forest 
sector value chain.

Sponsored by the International 
Council of Forest and Paper 
Associations (ICFPA), this biennial 
programme seeks to award three 
worthy recipients worldwide. The 
winners, selected from submissions 
from ICFPA member countries, will 
share their projects at the ICFPA CEO 
Global Roundtable in April/May 2023 
(at a location to be confirmed in           
late 2022).

The Paper Manufacturers Association 
of South Africa (PAMSA) will award 
the top two student submissions with 
R15,000 and R10,000, respectively. 
The entries will go to the international 
round. An international judging panel 
will select the top three to receive  
the award.

APPLICANTS MUST BE:
• Students or researchers 30 years 

old or younger on 1 March 2022
• Carrying out research and 

innovation projects relevant to 
forestry, forest products, and 
processing technologies

• Linked to academia, public 
or private research centres, 
or corporate research and            
innovation departments. 

• Producing research that promotes 
innovation and decarbonisation in 

the forest products sector, either in 
the forest, at production facilities, 
along the supply chain, or via 
product innovation.

SCHEDULE
•	By 8 July South African              

entry deadline
• By 31 July 2022, regional evaluation 

of applications (shortlist)
• By 31 August 2022, regional 

recipients selected
• 1 Sept to 30 Nov 2022 global           

pre-selection
• 1 December 2022 to 28 January 

2023, global final selection
• April/May 2023 CEO Roundtable 

Info: Julie Borland on  
borlandj@mweb.co.za  

ICFPA and UNFF announce partnership

Calling young, innovative forest-based 
science researchers

Are you a young Blue Sky Innovation researcher? Are you interested in building a lower 
carbon economy with climate-positive forestry and forest products? Why not enter the 
Young Researchers Innovation Awards for the Global Forest Products Sector 2022-2023?

The United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) Secretariat and the International Council of 
Forest and Paper Associations (ICFPA) announced a new partnership making ICFPA the 
leading global forest sector organisation.
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WOODWORKING

The 12-month skills 
development programme 
began in March. It combines 

online and in-person training, 
webinars, classroom workshops, 
online self-study, and assessments. 

. and the learners already have 
potential jobs lined up when 
they successfully complete                            
the programme

Tamlyn Kisten, EFC's skills 
coordinator, says the programme 
content results from a gap analysis 
of market intelligence from some 
of South Africa's major furniture 
retailers and the existing skills in the 
furniture manufacturing industry. 

The EFC and its members are 
leading the project in partnership 
with the African Institute of Interior 
Design Professionals (IID) and 
Innovate Durban. Maria Theil of 
the IID says that the collaboration 
between the organisations is 
essential for developing new talent 
for the furniture industry. 

Furniture design and design 
thinking are priorities for the 
industry. By bringing learners and 
industry leaders together, we create 
solutions that will help address 
the skills gaps. It will give the new 
entrants a headstart in their careers,"            
explains Theil.

Courtney Barnes, the chief 
facilitator for the EFC, says, "the 
learners are developing design 
skills and their leadership potential 
through identifying and solving 
operational challenges. They will 
be able to work in junior business 
administration, operational and 
production leadership roles". 

Anusuyah Pather is the programme 
manager for the eThekwini Sector 
Programmes Unit. She says that with 
the current youth unemployment 

Work readiness programme 
in progress

Nine high potential candidates have started a life-changing journey as part of 
the eThekwini Furniture Cluster's (EFC's) Workplace Readiness Programme 
for Unemployed Youth. 

rate of 66%, the development of new 
entrants to the local furniture sector 
is a priority for the municipality. "The 
Workplace Readiness Programme is 

an important milestone in reducing 
unemployment." 

More info: efc@bmanalysts.com

Applying design thinking to product design.

Learners generating ideas during the design thinking workshop.
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SAWS, SAW BLADES & SHARPENING

Christopher George Rawkins 
founded CGR Agencies over 
30 years ago to represent 

international and local companies 
and earn commission by selling their 
products. He ran the business from a 
house in Plumstead, Cape Town. 

EXPANSION DRIV 
CGR started to import measuring 
equipment from the East and 
gradually extended this side of 
the business. In 1995 the company 
outgrew the house in Plumstead 
and purchased a small factory in 
Observatory, Cape Town.

The move was a catalyst for 
market expansion to meet increasing 
demand. CGR established a branch 
office in Johannesburg and appointed 
agents in other South African cities.

WELDING CENTRES
The first big step into the cutting 
industry came in 1998 when CGR was 
appointed sole agent for Simonds 
Industries. Simonds is an American 
manufacturer and global supplier of 
metal and wood cutting products. 
A condition of the sole agency 
agreement was for CGR to establish 
welding centres and enter the local 
band saw market.

The next significant milestone for 
CGR Agencies was purchasing an 
entire Swiss blade manufacturing 
plant and shipping it to South Africa 
in eight 40ft containers. This bold 
acquisition necessitated moving the 
company’s head office and factory 
to bigger premises in Paarden Eiland, 
an industrial suburb adjacent to the 
Cape Town port.

With the purchase of the Swiss 
factory, CGR became a proudly South 

Increasing demand for CGR’s locally 
manufactured band saw blades 

African local manufacturer of band 
saw blades. While imports for various 
industries have grown steadily, CGR 
focuses on its core business in the 
cutting industry. 

FENES PARTNERSHIP
Five years ago, CGR teamed up 

with Fenes, a Polish manufacturing 
company with a reputation for 
designing and producing quality 
products for over 40 years. 

Duncan Rawkins of CGR Agencies 
says the two companies are a 
perfect match because they share a 
customer-centric business ethos. 

“Fenes is a highly supportive 
overseas principal, which has resulted 
in exponential sales growth even 
during a pandemic. 

CUSTOMER-CENTRIC
“The support and technical expertise 
we receive from Fenes are passed 
on to our customers to build long-
standing business relationships. We 
assist our customers by ensuring that 
their businesses run more efficiently 
to achieve maximum productivity with 
minimum waste or expense,” explains 
Rawkins. 

Fenes manufactures several 
products for the wood industry, 
including horizontal bandsaws, 
saw blade sharpening and setting 
machines, CBN wheels, and other saw 
doctoring and tooling accessories. 

The Fenes plant in Poland applies 
stringent quality control measures. 
Everything is double-checked for 
a high standard of artisanship to 
provide peace of mind for their 
customers worldwide. 

“CGR carries an extensive range 
of high-quality Fenes narrow-kerf 

blading at unrivalled pricing points,” 
says Rawkins. The company supplies 
35mm, 40mm, 50mm, 65mm, and 
75mm blades. It also stocks a special 
Grom 35mm blade for cutting 
hardwoods and a full range of Fenes 
bi-metal blades.

CGR has invested heavily in its 
welding centres to equip them with 
the latest Ideal welding machines to 
guarantee the welds on all bandsaw 
blades. “We weld thousands of blades 
a month, so the financial commitment 
to invest in the welding centres bears 
fruit,” remarks Rawkins. 

CGR Agencies is a proudly South African manufacturer of band saw blades for 
the wood, metal and meat cutting industries. It is one of the few saw blade 
manufacturers in the Southern hemisphere and a major automotive equipment, 
precision measuring tools, and power and hand tools supplier.
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HEAD OFFICE CAPE TOWN JOHANNESBURG OFFICE

Tel: 021 510 4546
Email: salesct@cgragencies.com
27 Milner Street, Metro Industrial, 
Paarden Eiland

Tel: 011 473 1328
Email: sales@cgragencies.com
Unit 4, Marvil Park, 84 Ratchet Ave, 
Stormill Ext 3, Roodepoort

FENES-OPT-60SM      BAND SAW BLADE SHARPENING MACHINES FENES-OPT-60HD

ACCESSORIES: TENSION 
GAUGE FENES-TM   

BAND SAW BLADES: WICHER / GROM

SETTING MACHINE: FENES-RPT-60

BAND SAW BLADE 
SHARPENING MACHINES: 

Saw blades
Sharpening equipment 
& accessories

https://www.cgragencies.com/
https://www.cgragencies.com/
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SAWS, SAW BLADES & SHARPENING

CORDED OR CORDLESS?
Most shopfitters and cabinetmakers rely on 
cordless tools, so you may be surprised to 
hear that corded circular saws remain pretty 
popular among DIYers and professional 
woodworkers. 

"Corded and cordless top brands offer the 
same features, power and torque and do the 
job," says Greg de Villiers, power tools expert 
at Vermont Sales. The company represents 
and distributes several international brands 
in South Africa, including Kreg, Festool, Worx     
and CAT.

"My choice is cordless. Cordless power tools 
are versatile, don't stop during load shedding 
and work anywhere. All the top brands like 
our Festool, Worx and CAT come with two 
long-lasting batteries and do the same job as 
a corded saw. However, the choice is yours,"   
says De Villiers. 

"If you have a limited budget or factory-
based work, it makes sense to buy the corded 
tool. It is cheaper and provides consistent 
power. The biggest downside when working 
on-site is the cord and power supply. The 
cord gets in the way and usually requires an 
extension lead to reach the plug point." 

De Villiers says cordless circular saws are 
more expensive and need more accessories. 
"Don't forget the battery charger and an 
extension lead to plug in the charger on-site. 
The battery power decreases with continuous 
use, making a spare a necessity."

He says many top models have long-lasting 
batteries and the latest quick-chargers. "Today, 
batteries are often interchangeable with other 
tools if you buy power tools across a brand."

FEATURES AND CONTROLS
Whatever type of circular saw you buy, the 
basic features and controls are essentially 
the same. They might look slightly different 
on your saw but perform the same functions. 
Circular saws are easy to set up when you 
know the parts and controls. Wear personal 
protective equipment, handle the saw safely 
and confidently and get good cutting results. 

Which circular saw and saw blades 
should I buy?

When you're buying a circular saw, you might get overwhelmed by how many 
different saws there are. There's no correct answer for which circular saw is 
suitable for you, but there are a few things to know that will help you decide. 

CAT DX53.

Festool TSC55.
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WHICH BLADE SHOULD I USE?
One of the biggest frustrations people 
have with a circular saw is splinters and 
rough edges. There are three things          
to consider:

• The desired quality of the cut 
• The type and dimensions of the material
• The number of saw teeth (between 14 

and 120 teeth)

AS A ROUGH GUIDE:
• 14-teeth blade: Cuts quickly but 

roughly and is best for thick pieces of 
solid wood. It is not suitable for board 
products. 

• 24-teeth blade: The blade that usually 
comes with the machine has 24 teeth. 
It gives a clean rip-cut but a rougher 
cross-cut. It is ideal for cutting solid 
wood components where precision and 
cleanness are secondary to speed.

• 40-teeth blade: Plywood blade
• 60 - 80-teeth: Veneered plywood and 

melamine faced chipboard. Identify the 
face of the board because the cut will 
tear out underneath. 

SAWS, SAW BLADES & SHARPENING

Worx WX530.9.

• 90 -120 teeth: Medium-density 
and high-density fibreboard 
(MDF and HDF) and mitre cutting 
across the solid wood grain.

“There is a wide selection of 
circular saws and saw blades 

available today. My first choice 
would be Festool, followed by 
Worx or CAT. All have accessories; 
however I would consider the 
innovative cutting accessories from 
Kreg,” De Villers concluded. 

https://www.harrissawing.com/
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The tournaments took 
place from     2 to 3 April, 
hosted by PG Bison at 

Ugie High School. The Citizen 
Football Club from Elliot set 
a new record by winning with 
six goals. West Germany 
Association came in second 
with three goals. The netball 
tournament winners were the 
under 25s from Ugie and the 
Mt Fletcher team for over 25s. 

“The knockout cup is an 
excellent initiative for the 
community. The atmosphere 
was great; the soccer matches 
were highly competitive. The 
spectators and the children 
came in numbers to support 
the teams regardless of the 
weather conditions,” comments 
Lonwabo Mapoma, general 
admin clerk at PG Bison. 

PG Bison’s Ugie soccer and netball 
tournaments are back

NEWS

After two years of not taking place because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
annual PG Bison Ugie Knockout Cup resumed in April 2022, much to the delight 
of soccer and netball players from the Eastern Cape communities of Ugie, Elliot, 
Mt Fletcher, and Maclear.

The record-breaking Citizen Football Club from Elliot.

The Ugie under 25 netball team.

The data must be uploaded to the Learner Management 
Information System (LMIS). It includes the following:

• Workplace Skills Plan (WSP) for April 2022 – March 2023 
• Annual Training Report (ATR) for April 2021 – March 2022
• Businesses with 50 or more employees must include their 

Sectoral Priority Occupations and Intervention (SPOI) 
information.

Mandatory and discretionary grants 
application deadline moves to 31 May 2022

The Fibre Processing and Manufacturing Sector Education and Training 
Authority (FP&MSeta) has extended the submission deadline for mandatory 
and discretionary grants from the end of April to 31 May 2022. 

Only companies that submit the WSP, ATR, and SPOI 
by the deadline are eligible to apply for Discretionary 
Grant funding for the 2022/23 financial year. 

FP&MSeta staff are available remotely to assist 
stakeholders with the submission process. 

Info: www.fpmseta.org.za
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The exhibitors are 
working hard to get 
things ready for the 

first in-person gathering 
of professionals in the 
wood-related sector 
since 2018. This is your 
chance to reconnect, 
make new contacts, and 
discuss the latest market 
trends, manufacturing 
technologies, and 
international business 
opportunities.

The not-to-be-missed 
timber trade shows are live 
events taking place on  
7 – 9 June 2022 at 
Gallagher Estate, Gauteng.

They are co-located 
with the Big 5 Construct 
Southern Africa exhibition 
for the construction      
value chain. 

INTRODUCING THE EXHIBITORS
Welcome to the WoodBiz Africa preview of WoodEX for Africa and the Deck & Flooring Expo. 

See us next to Woodmizer stand at:

TIMBER SOFT CC
Kiln Drying Specialists

• PERFECT for the small-scale Sawmill who want to start 
drying

• 6 & 12m DIY Complete Kiln Kits and DIY kit options

• Heat treat dry wood with 2 core probes - chamber 
temperature up to 72℃ with data logging and trend graph

• Electronic Dry/Wet bulb 

• Controller Network-able for remote access and emailing 
of log files directly from controller

• Timber soft complete kiln control systems including 
moisture measurement

Bringing Small Scale Kilns To Africa

���������
Authorized Dealer of:

Johan Vijoen 082-875-5171 tskilnpro@gmail.com, Doron Strydom 078-117-2797 tskilntech@gmail.com - www.tskilns.co.za

https://www.deckandflooringexpo.com/
https://woodexforafrica.com/
https://woodexforafrica.com/
https://woodexforafrica.com/
http://www.tskilns.co.za/
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ALTERNATIVE STRUCTURES  
(PTY) LTD
Alternative Structures offers                
the following:

Manufacturer and supplier of all 
shapes of anti-split plates for poles, 
planks, sleepers and pallets. 

Measuring equipment for forestry 
enumeration (agent for Haglöf for 
Africa). Sales and repair of Delmhorst 
moisture meters. We also supply 
increment borers, diameter and 
forestry tapes, ID tags from steel, 
aluminium, paper & plastic and 
brackets for wooden poles.

Contact person: Philip Boardman
Mobile: (+27) 082-5549508
Tel: (+27) 012-6535111
Email: info@altstructures.co.za
Web: www.altstructures.co.za
Address: 9 Techno Complex,  
55 Venturi Crescent, Hennopspark, 
Centurion.

AMARI GENERAL TRADING
Amari General Trading intends to be 
the top flooring supplier in Southern 
Africa in three years by providing 
the best quality flooring solutions at 
affordable prices. 

Amari General Trading is the 
international arm of the Allrich Trading 
Group with business interests in 
Africa, Dubai, India and Singapore. 
The Group is planning to expand to 
other countries and continents. Amari 
General Trading is in the construction, 
flooring, upholstery, food and signage 
industries. 

Contact person: Ashok Jain
Mobile: (+27) 072-1636036
Tel: (+27) 011-3143237
Email: info-amari@amaritrading.co.za
Web: www.amaritrading.co.za
Address: Unit 14, Alphen Square 

North, Cnr George Street & 16th Road, 
Midrand, Johannesburg

BALI ALUMINYUM SAN.  
VE TIC. LTD. STI
Aluminium profile systems.

Contact person: Engin Bali
Mobile: (+90) 507 748 33 32
Tel: (+90) 282 655 65 25
Email: info@balialuminyum.com
Web: www.balialuminyum.com
Address: Marmaracik Mah.1987. Sok. 
No: 25/11 Ergene, Tekirdag, Turkey

BILIGOM® INTERNATIONAL
All timber produced by Biligom at 
Tzaneen, Limpopo and other future 
licensed Biligom plants throughout 
Southern Africa carry the full SATAS 
quality accreditation mark. The 
eucalyptus timber is automatically 
machine proof graded to Biligom 
Structural Grade specifications and 
then treated to H2 SANS 1288 in one 
operational cycle.
Advantages of Biligom

• Around 28% less timber is required 
than graded S5 pine timber to 
cover the same roof area.

• Roof truss fabricators can expect 
to use about 50% less gang nail 
plates than for S5 pine. MiTek 
Industries has adapted their 
software to include Biligom 
structural timber.

• It is treated to H2 SANS 1288 
specifications and is sold at about 
the same price as untreated S5 
pine.

• It is suited for low cost housing 
developments due to its inherent 
strength and the lower timber 
volumes needed to cover the 
equivalent pine roofing areas.

• Unlike steel roof trusses, Tanalith 
E treated eucalyptus timber has a 
very small environmental impact 
and the resource is infinitely 
renewable. 

• Biligom is available in standard 
truss sizes: 38/38 graded 
brandering with a min truss spacing 
of 780mm – 880mm, 38/50, 38/76, 
38/105, 38/114, 38/152, 50/50 
(purlin with a min truss spacing 
of 1300mm – 1375mm) and 50/76 
(purlin with a min truss spacing of 
1680mm – 1765mm).

Contact person: David Crouwkamp
Mobile: (+27) 060 5221103
Tel: (+27) 015-3075558
Email: marketing@biligom.co.za 
Web: www.biligom.co.za 
Address: Factory 96 Industrial Area 
No2, Nkowankowa

BLUM SOUTH AFRICA  
(PTY) LTD
Perfect furniture should look good, be 
practical and last a long time. Blum 
manufactures innovative functional 
fittings for furniture including hinge-, 
lift-, box-, and runner systems for 
furniture with a focus on kitchen 
cabinetry. Our solutions make 
opening and closing furniture a 
mesmerising experience and deliver 
quality of motion and enhanced user 
convenience to the entire home. 

Blum provides all the necessary 
tools and equipment for hassle-free 
installation: Drilling and insertion 
machines, Assembly devices, 
Templates and Jigs. Installers can 
receive free training from Blum South 
Africa’s technical team. Our online 
E-Services and apps such as EASY 
ASSEMBLY provide support for using 
Blum products with ease.

 
Contact person: Eddie Schosman
Mobile: (+27) 083-4008957
Tel: (+27) 011-4448118
Email: General:  
enquiries.bza@blum.com 
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Email: Technical:  
edward.schosman@blum.com
Web: www.blum.com
Address: Sandton branch: 212 
Katherine Street (ex 16 Bowling Ave), 
Kramerville, Sandton.
Branches: Sandton, Cape Town, 
Durban & Gqeberha

CAD+T SOUTH AFRICA  
(PTY) LTD
CAD+T is an international software 
company with over 30 years of 
experience supplying complete 
software solutions for interior 
design and production businesses, 
specialising in bespoke furniture. 
Whether you are a cabinetmaker or 
shopfitter, individual design requires 
individual solutions. From design and 
visualisation up to production with 
direct connection to CNC/Nesting 
machinery and a complete ERP 
system, CAD+T software covers all 
the needs of the industry. Since 2021 
the company is proud to offer a wide 
range of additional cloud solutions, 
including e-commerce solutions for 
each furniture business. 

Contact person: Anthon Kitching 
(Project Manager)
Mobile: (+27) 082-4425252
Tel: (+27) 064-6049102
Email: anthon.kitching@cadt-
solutions.com
Web: www.cadt-solutions.com
Address: Waterford Mews, Century 
Boulevard, Century City, Cape Town

CMC MACHINERY 
Machinery is in our DNA. CMC 
Machinery has served the 
woodworking industry for 31 years 

and entered the aluminium machines 
market a few years ago. 

CMC Machinery has maintained a 
high standard with our machinery. We 
source only the best quality machines 
from across the globe while giving our 
clients the best value for their money. 
Our technicians and workshop team 
are fundamental to your high quality, 
efficient after-sales experience. With 
experience ranging from 5 to 27 years, 
our team consists of many seasoned 
professionals who are keen to share 
their knowledge and build up-and-
coming team members.

With CMC Group constantly 
researching the latest technologies, 
we invest in our staff to get the best 
training from the best institutes in   
the world.

Contact person: Leon Fourie
Mobile: (+27) 082-8815211
Tel: (+27) 011-6727264
Email: leon@cmcsa.co.za
Web: www.cmcmachinery.co.za
Address: 24 Renico Crescent, Lea 
Glen Ext 2, Roodepoort, Johannesburg

 

ZOVICAP PTY LTD
The EasyClip Hidden Deck Fastener 
is a South African developed and 
manufactured product. It is a cost-
effective fastening system for 
wood and composite decks that 
saves installation time and makes 
maintenance easy. Purpose-designed 
stainless-steel and carbon-steel 
screws are part of the system to 
provide a perfect bond between the 
deck and sub-structure. EasyClip 
has, over the last 10 to 15 years, 
outperformed and outlasted all the 
other deck 

Mobile: (+27) 081-4015927
Email: info@easyclipdeck.com
Address: Unit 3, 324 Marks Street, 
Waltloo, Pretoria

  
EUROCHÊNE SAS                
One of the biggest oak sawmills in 
France, Eurochêne, is the sspecialist 
in Burgundy Oak, famous for its light 
colour and fine grain.

Established in the heart of Franche 
Comté (east of France), over an area 
of 100,000m², of which 35,000m² is 
undercover, our sawmill offers quality 
oak, beech and ash lumber from 
durably managed forests. Eurochêne 
has supplied carpentry, furniture and 
flooring manufacturers in France and 
Europe for more than 40 years.

Contact person: Marie Thérèse Carrey
Mobile: +33 68-9759785
Tel: +33 38-4737650
Email: mt.carrey@eurochene.com
Web: www.eurochene.com
Address: 12 Route de Miery, 39230 
Saint Lothain, France

FEVERTREE MEDIA
Fevertree Media (Pty) Ltd is the well-
established and reputable leading 
provider of digital brand-building, 
marketing and trade opportunities for 
South Africa's forestry, sawmilling, and 
wood-based products industries. The 
monthly electronic newsletters for 
the forestry and sawmilling sectors, 
as well as the two websites, www.
forestry.co.za and www.timber.co.za, 
are the first points of call for the latest 
local and international industry news, 
trends, equipment and employment 
opportunities. The website www.
forestry.co.za features one of the 
largest online business directories for 
the industry.

Contact Person: Bronwyn Hayes
Mobile: (+27) 082-3333112
Tel: (+27) 021-7121950
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Email: bronwyn@fevertreemedia.co.za
Web: www.forestry.co.za
www.timber.co.za
www.fevertreeemployment.co.za

FRENCH TIMBER                 
FrenchTimber is a trade association 
dedicated to promoting the French 
wood industry and its products. 
We represent the softwood and 
hardwood industries and a wide range 
of products: from rough sawn lumber 
to glulam, engineered or decorative 
products.

France is one of the biggest 
producers of hardwood lumber in 
Europe. Come and meet us during 
the show to learn more about French 
wood products.

Contact Person: Thibaud Le Moign
Mobile: (+33) 661 903365
Tel: (+33) 156 693592
Email: t.lemoign@frenchtimber.com
Web: www.frenchtimber.com
Address: 6 Rue François 1er, 75008 
Paris, France

FOMA SOUTHERN AFRICA
FOMA Southern Africa showcases 
and distributes world class Chinese 
manufactured wood and panel 
product processing machines to 
industries across the region. FOMA 
Southern Africa can offer the best of 
Chinese machinery technology with 
local understanding and local support.

All our machines have a 12-month 
guarantee. It is underwritten by a local 
team of technicians and engineers 
who provide support long after the 
guarantee period is over. A fully 
equipped and staffed workshop and 
spares department are based at the 
FOMA Southern Africa warehouse              
in Gauteng.

Contact person: Roddy Payne
Mobile: (+27) 071-6118168
Tel: (+27) 010-8222260
Email: rpayne@thefxgroup.co.za
Web: http://chinafoma.co.za/
Address: Unit 7 , R24 Business 
park , Herman Road, Meadowdale, 
Germiston

INSTITUTE FOR TIMBER 
CONSTRUCTION – SOUTH 
AFRICA (ITC-SA)
Industry body representing the 
engineered timber roof truss industry 
in South Africa. 

Contact person: Erik Soderlund
Mobile: (+27) 068-5096573
Tel: (+27) 011-9741061
Email: erik@itc-sa.org
Web: www.itc-sa.org
Address: SAFCA House, 6 Hulley 
Road, Isando, Johannesburg

JAX OLEUM
In one easy application, Jax Oleum 
protects, nourishes and colours all-
natural, uncoated timber. It reacts 
with the upper layers of the wood, 
penetrating and sealing the colour 
and nourishing and protecting          
the wood. 

Jax Oleum is highly durable. Just 
one litre covers about 50m² and takes 
only one coat to colour and protect 
your wood against water, heat and 
sunlight.  It is simple to apply. Sand 
down, clean the natural wood and 
then apply the Oleum using a cloth.  
After a few minutes, the Oleum will 
have penetrated the upper layers of 
the wood, and then you wipe away 
the excess. It can be used inside & 
outside for gum poles, window frames, 

flooring, doors and furniture etc.      
You can also use it on all veneers.

Contact person: Charles Datt
Mobile: (+27) 083 266 7566
Tel: (+27) 011 444 7221
Email: cheryl@jaxoleum.co.za
Web: www.jaxoleum.co.za
Address: Georgian Place, Block K, 18 
South Way, Sandton

LEDINEK ENGINEERING 
Ledinek designs and manufactures 
robust machines for adding value 
at the sawmill and other solid wood 
plants. We have a global reputation for 
excellent engineering and customer 
service. Our complete solutions and 
turnkey projects for the woodworking 
industries is highly sought after.

Ledinek’s technologies include:
A range of profiling and planing 

machines, with high-speed planers 
achieving working speeds of up to 
900m/min.  Calibrating machines 
with the Rotoles system. Machines 
for splitting, ripping, cross-cutting, 
and finger-jointing. Beam presses 
and plants for straight and curved 
structural glulam beams of all 
dimensions, Presses for duo-trio 
beams, block house elements, and 
complete solutions for CLT panel 
production. 

Contact person: Tone Roskar
Mobile: (+38) 064-1380118
Email: tone.roskar@ledinek.com
Web: www.ledinek.com
Address: Slivniska 18, 2311 Hoce, 
Slovenia

Meet 
Mickey & Joy 
at the WoodBiz 
Africa stand
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PINNACLE SYSTEM 
AUTOMATION
PINNACLE-SA
Pinnacle-SA design and manufactures 
machinery and automation solutions 
for the wood processing industry. 
We assist our customers in achieving 
advanced profitability and improved 
competitive edge.

We are a dynamic, professional 
team with diverse skillsets at          
your service.

Contact persons: Neil Murray, Allan 
Pierce, John Barnardo
Mobile: 082 569 2430
Tel: 066 391 4647, 066 003 1276,  
044 532 7840
Email: apierce@pinnacle-sa.com, 
jbarnardo@pinnacle-sa.com, 
nmurray@pinnacle-sa.com
Web: www.pinnacle-sa.com
Address: Twee Jakkals Farm, N2 
Harkerville, Plettenberg Bay, Western 
Cape, South Africa

RUBIO MONOCOAT AFRICA
Rubio Monocoat produces innovative 
surface treatment products for all 
wooden surfaces. Rubio Monocoat 
oil cannot be compared with any 
other oil on the market: it bonds in 
one single layer through a molecular 
reaction with the upper wood fibres 
of the substrate. It contains 0% of 
Volatile Organic Compounds, colours, 
protects the wood in one single 
layer, and is available in an extensive 
range of colours. There are 90+ 
standard colours, unlimited colour 
combinations for all wood types, low 
consumption, and are easy to use for 
interior and exterior wood surfaces. 

Contact person: Carel Steenkamp 
Mobile: (+27) 082-5655338

Tel: (+27) 086-1178246
Email: info@rubiosa.co.za
Web: www.rubiomonocoat.com
Address: 14A, Kyalami Boulevard, 
Kyalami Business Park, Midrand, 
Johannesburg.

SOUTH AFRICAN WOOD 
PRESERVERS ASSOCIATION 
(SAWPA)
The South African Wood Preservers 
Association (SAWPA promotes 
the treating of timber and treated 
timber products. It is a non-profit 
organisation formed in 1980 by 
the South African wood preserving 
industry. Commercially grown timber 
in Southern Africa is mainly of the 
Eucalyptus and Pinus species, which 
are not durable.  The wood can 
be attacked by biological wood-
destroying agents such as fungal 
decay and insects (wood borers 
and termites). Applying the correct 
chemicals using the appropriate 
method to these timbers ensures 
that the wood performs as if it were 
durable, thereby giving a predictable 
long-life performance.

Contact person: Bruce Breedt
Mobile: (+27) 083-7933451
Tel: (+27) 011-9741061
Email: admin@sawpa.co.za
Web: www.sawpa.co.za
Address: SAFCA Building, 6 Hulley Rd, 
Isando, Johannesburg

SONAE ARAUCO 
Sonae Arauco is one of the foremost 
wood-based panel producers in the 
world. Wood is organic, renewable and 
recyclable and our main raw material. 
We are committed to protecting 

the environment, eco-efficiency, 
and sourcing logs from sustainably 
managed forests. 

Innovus is Sonae Arauco’s global 
brand of innovative decorative 
wood-based products. It comprises 
a suite of panel products featuring 
woodgrains, unicolours and exciting 
designs such as stones and steels in 
award-winning finishes. 

The panels are desired and 
specified by homeowners and 
interior designers for kitchen and 
home cabinets, office environments 
and shop-fitted retail stores. The 
collection is designed with everyday 
situations top of mind and the places 
where we live and work, which end up 
becoming part of us.

Contact person: Paul Lerios
Mobile: (+27) 084-2367221
Tel: (+27) 011-2361400
Email: paul.lerios@sonaearauco.com
Web: www.sonaearauco.co.za
Address: Building 18, 1st Floor 
Woodlands Office Park, 20 Woodlands 
Drive, Woodmead, Johannesburg 

TECHNIPAINT HOLDINGS  
(PTY) LTD 
Technipaint Holdings supplies and 
distributes our in-house range of 
Elvolac coatings. We offer on-site 
technical assistance and the following 
services:

• Coatings for all wood products – 
interior and exterior

• Decking and wood flooring coatings
• UV coatings
• Metal industry coatings
• Plastic coatings
• Polyurethane mould coatings
• Vacuum metallising products
• Tol resin manufacturing

Contact Person: Jarydd Mienie
Mobile: (+27) 083-2294730
Tel: (+27) 011-6221705
Email: jarydd@technipaintdbn.co.za
Web: www.technipaintdbn.co.za 
Address: 209 Main Reef Road, Denver, 
Johannesburg
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Branches: Durban (head office & 
factory), Johannesburg, Cape Town, 
East London & Gqeberha 

TIMBER SOFT CC
Bringing small-scale kilns to Africa. 
It is a must-have for every small 
sawmiller or woodworker with a 
mobile/portable sawmill. 

Contact person: Johan / Henco
Mobile: (+27) 082-8755171
Email: hencov@lantic.net
Address: 23 Xylophone street, 
Nelspruit

VİVA GLOBAL METAL       
VE MOB AKS SAN LTD
Viva Handle factory was created 10 
years ago in Istanbul. In 2018 started 
to export handles to other countries 
and within three years we reached 
50 countries. Viva Handle adds new 
models and upgrades the production 
every year. Based on customer 
requirements the capacity of the 
production grows every year. Viva 
handle has unique designs by the 
selected designers which are in the 
business for a long time. Many models 
are patented and always sold to only 
distributors with an honest relation 
with partners.

Contact person: Onur Deperlioglu
Mobile: + 90 537 425 66 00
Email: onur@vivahandle.com
Web: www.vivahandle.com
Address: Maltepe Mah.Karacabey 

Sok.Kapi No:15/E Osmanoğlu İs Hani, 
Turkey

WANABIWOOD FLOORING
Importer and distributor of luxury 
vinyl tile (LVT) and stone plastic 
composite (SPC) flooring, cushion 
vinyl, sheet vinyl and interlocking PVC 
décor tiles.

Contact person: Grant Neve
Mobile: (+27) 072-8215307
Tel: (+27) 011-0289498
Email: grant@wanabiwood.co.za
Web: www.wanabiwood.co.za
Address: Unit 2, Corner Charlie and 
Bravo, Hughes, Jet Park
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WOOD-MIZER AFRICA  
(PTY) LTD
Wood-Mizer is a leading manufacturer 
of timber processing equipment 
that spans the entire timber 
production cycle – from forest to 
final form. Founded in 1982, Wood-
Mizer’s reputation for unwavering 
quality, accuracy and reliability 
has grown into an extensive line-
up of timber processing solutions. 
Including narrowband portable, 
industrial and wideband sawmilling 
equipment, resaws, board edgers, 
kilns, woodworking machinery, pallet 
recycling and material handling 
equipment, bandsaw blades, blade 
maintenance equipment and tooling, 

Wood-Mizer is the name that 
woodworking and forestry hobbyists 
and professionals all over the world 
rely on. 

Contact person: Etienne Nagel
Mobile: (+27) 073-1467322
Tel: (+27) 011-4731313
Email: enagel@woodmizer.co.za
Web: www.woodmizer.co.za
Address: Unit 1 Leader Park, 20 
Chariot Street, Stormill Ext 5, 
Maraisburg, Johannesburg

WOODY ROUX                      
Woody Roux is an international 
supplier of European hardwood logs 
and semi-processed wood. The 
company was established by Alban 
Roux 23 years ago and handles over 
10,000 cubic metres of wood each 
year. It has 1000 European sawmill 
partners and customers from all over 
the world.

Woody Roux specialises in 
researching and finding the specified 
species, quality, diameters, lengths 
and volumes. We have customers in 
the EU (England, Italy, Germany etc.), 
North Africa (Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia 
etc.) and Asia (China, Taiwan, Japan, 
Vietnam, Indonesia, and Malaysia). We 
link French sawmills with buyers from 
all over the world.

Contact person: Alban Roux
Tel: +33 29-9897719
Email: alban@woodyroux.fr
Web: www.woodyroux.fr
Address: 15 Rue du Port, 35260 
Cancale, France
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